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ulation. On the night of July 303 1705, a revolt broke out-among
the Streltsi and the lower strata of the townsfolk. The waywodes and
most of the people in authority were killed. But the more prosperous
merchants quickly seized power in the town and a "council of elders"
was elected from among their number. With the-help of the local gar-
risons and residents the rebels captured several towns on the 1'aik
(Ural), Terek and Volga rivers. Attempts were made to stir up the
Cossacks of the Don. but these attempts ended in failure. In Cheikassk
the well-to-do Cossacks arrested the delegates who had come from As-
trakhan. Troops under Field Marshal Sheremetev were sent out against
the rebellious population of Astrakhan. Discord arose among the reb-
els. The well-to-do merchants and the Metropolitan sent a delegation
to the tsar to plead for mercy, but the poor gathered at a meeting which
resolved not to give up the town. Astrakhan was taken after a bombard-
ment in March 1706. The Astrakhan uprising thus lasted almost eight
months.

The Uprising a! 1707-1708. The Astrakhan outbreak had bare-
ly come to an end when a more formidable rising bro&e out"on the
Don under the leadership of Ataman Kondrati Bulavin. After-the
capture of Azov, various services and duties, including military serv-
ice, had been imposed on the Don Cossacks. The government laid,
ever-growing restraints on Cossack autonomy, the existence of an in-
dependent Cossack force being regarded as a political menace. This
aroused discontent among well-to-do Cossackdoni of the Lower Don.
Since the end of the 17th century a vast number of fugitive peasants
from the southern districts had been drifting toward the Upper Don
area. The "Raekolniks (dissenters), fleeing religious persecution also